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 1 

MINUTES – C.E.S. REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 2 

January 12, 2017 3 

PRESENT:  4 

Sauda Baraka - BRIDGEPORT 5 

Philip Dwyer  - FAIRFIELD 6 

Debbie Appelbaum - GREENWICH 7 

Carlos Reinoso, Jr. - MONROE 8 

Maria Naughton - NEW CANAAN 9 

Mike Barbis  - NORWALK (arrived at 3:20 p.m.) 10 

 Chris Hocker  - EASTON/Reg. 9 (arrived at 3:47 p.m.) 11 

  Arlene Liscinsky - SHELTON (President) 12 

  Andy George  - STAMFORD 13 

  Mike Ward  - TRUMBULL (Secretary) 14 

  Karen Kleine  - WESTPORT 15 

      16 

ABSENT:  17 

Christa McNamara   - DARIEN  18 

  Jeff Parker  - EASTON/Reg. 9 (Alt.) 19 

John Llewellyn - FAIRFIELD 20 

  VACANT  - RIDGEFIELD 21 

  Tom Minotti  - SHELTON (Alt.) 22 

  Terri Sheehy  - STRATFORD (Vice President) 23 

  Christine Finkelstein- WILTON 24 

    25 

C.E.S.: Present:  Evan Pitkoff, Chris La Belle, Mark Ribbens, Esther Bobowick, 26 

Mike Regan, Anna Nelmes-Stoughton, Peggy Sullivan, Stephanie 27 

Wanzer 28 

 29 

    ANNUAL MEETING 30 

 31 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND VERIFICATION OF QUORUM – Evan Pitkoff called 32 

the Annual Meeting to order at 3:01 p.m.  Quorum was confirmed.  Evan asked 33 

the Board members to introduce themselves.  Welcome to our new Board 34 

members.   35 

 36 

II. ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2017 37 

 Debbie Appelbaum, on behalf of herself, Arlene Liscinsky and Terri 38 

Sheehy (Nominating Committee members) presented the slate of 39 

officers for 2017 with the caveat that we need to begin thinking of a 40 

succession plan given issues with several of the board members who 41 

serve as officers:  Debbie presented the following slate of officers for 42 

2017:  Arlene Liscinsky (President); Terri Sheehy (Vice President); Mike 43 

Ward (Secretary). There were no nominations from the floor. On a 44 

motion by Debbie Appelbaum and seconded by Philip Dwyer, the 45 

Council unanimously approved the slate of officers for 2017 as 46 

presented.    Arlene thanked Terri and Debbie for their service on the 47 
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Nominating Committee.  Arlene also thanked the Board for their support 1 

in re-electing the officers to another year of service. 2 

 3 

 COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 4 

Arlene indicated that she currently serves on the Finance Committee 5 

along with Chris Hocker and John Llewellyn and invited any Board 6 

member who is interested in joining to contact her.  Arlene also indicated 7 

that she, Mike Ward and Terri Sheehy would continue on the Building 8 

Committee.  This committee will meet on an “as needed” basis when 9 

capital projects are scheduled.  If anyone is interested in joining the 10 

Building Committee, please contact Mike or Arlene. 11 

 12 

III. ADJOURMENT 13 

On a motion by Debbie Appelbaum and seconded by Carlos Reinoso, Jr., the Board 14 

unanimously moved to adjourn the 2017 Annual Meeting at 3:14 p.m.      15 

 16 

REGULAR MEETING 17 

 18 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND VERIFICATION OF QUORUM – President Arlene 19 

Liscinsky called the meeting to order at 3:15 p.m. Quorum was confirmed.   20 

 21 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – On a motion by Mike Ward and seconded by   22 

Carlos Reinoso, Jr., the minutes of the November 3, 2016 meeting were 23 

approved with two abstentions (A. George, M. Naughton). 24 

 25 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT – Stephanie Wanzer, C.E.S.E.A. 26 

president and CEA secretary, welcomed new Board members.  Evan 27 

introduced Peggy Sullivan, our new Director of Finance and Operations.  28 

(Peggy’s bio is attached to Evan’s report.)  29 

 30 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA - On a motion by Carlos Reinoso, Jr., and seconded              31 

Sauda Baraka, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved by the 32 

Council.   33 

 34 

V. NEW BUSINESS – 35 

 36 

1. On a motion by Mike Ward and seconded by Mike Barbis, the Board 37 

unanimously approved the incorporation of Redding Board of Education 38 

under the membership of the Easton/Reg. 9 Boards of Education, effective 39 

July 1, 2017. 40 

41 
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 1 

VI.     REPORTS  2 

 3 

1. Representative Council President – Arlene thanked the Board of re-electing 4 

the slate of officers for 2017.  Arlene attended the SFCSA Legislative Breakfast in 5 

December at C.E.S., for superintendents, board chairs and legislators. Arlene 6 

mentioned that this event was very well attended with 10 legislators in attendance.    7 

Arlene mentioned that CABE will be hosting a legislative breakfast on January 17, 8 

2017 at the Staples High School Media Center, Westport at 7:45 a.m.  All board 9 

members should have received an invitation to this event.  Karen Kleine indicated that 10 

there are several legislators who have indicated they will be in attendance. 11 

 12 

2. Executive Director – Evan reported that our Public Relations and Marketing 13 

Specialist, Matt Engelhardt is leaving next week to take a similar position at LEARN.  14 

Posting for the job is attached to Evan’s report.  If anyone knows of someone in this 15 

field, please feel free to share.  Evan reported that C.E.S. was approved for the 2016 16 

E-rate funding in the amount of $83,733.  17 

 18 

Regarding superintendent searches, there is a possibility of about 23 openings in the 19 

state before the end of June. Evan reported that we recently coordinated a 20 

presentation for area superintendents on enrollment projections for our region 21 

conducted by Mike Zuba from Milone and MacBroom.  The workshop was well 22 

attended (9 superintendents and 7 district designees.)   23 

 24 

Evan mentioned that he will hold an orientation session for new Board members on 25 

February 2nd from 2-4 p.m.  A tour of facilities will also be held at that time.  26 

 27 

3. Associate Executive Director– Chris La Belle reported that C.E.S., in 28 

partnership with Yale University School of Medicine and the Educational Development 29 

Center (EDC) in Massachusetts, was awarded the federal Spencer Grant named 30 

“Partnering to Support Early Childhood Dual Language Learners.”  The Spencer Grant 31 

is a 2 year federal grant that allows C.E.S., Yale and EDC to continue its work with the 32 

Bridgeport, Stamford and Norwalk Public Schools in the area of early childhood.  See 33 

written report for further info on the grant.  Chris advised that if your district receives 34 

the federal Care for Kids dollars for before or after school programs, the district will be 35 

required to go through the state licensing requirements.  Six to Six had their inspection 36 

several days ago and there are several tweaks around paperwork which are needed 37 

and will be addressed.  Lastly, Chris reported that the Fairfield County Recruitment 38 

Fair will be held at Fairfield Warde High School on April 22nd.  Currently there are 12 39 

districts participating. 40 

 41 

4. Director of Professional Development Services – Esther Bobowick 42 

welcomed everyone to the Board. Esther highlighted a few items on her written report:  43 

Tracey Lamothe and Dr. Christine Peck are working with two districts to create 44 

sustainability plans that will continue the positive outcomes from PBIS implementation 45 

in all their schools.  Esther also distributed a flyer on the Third Annual “Moving from 46 
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Compliance to Coherence” conference which will be held on March 9th at the 1 

Radisson in Cromwell.  Anyone interested can contact Esther directly. Lastly, Esther 2 

indicated that she will forward to Barb the Educator Professional Development 3 

Requirement Task Force’s Recommendations Executive Summary for review.  Please 4 

feel free to contact Esther with any questions.  (Note: the document is about 35 pages 5 

in length if you plan to print it out.)  Barb will email the documents out to the Council 6 

upon receipt from Esther. 7 

  8 

5. Principal, Regional Center for the Arts – Mark Ribbens welcomed everyone 9 

to the board after the holiday break.  Mark reported that in early February, RCA 10 

seniors in the Dance Department will be presenting an event of their original 11 

choreography.  This evening will be a culminating project for their Choreography class 12 

and is part of the curriculum changes RCA has made to align their offerings more 13 

closely with the recently adopted Arts Standards.  Mark referred the board to his 14 

written report for further updates. 15 

 16 

6. Director, Special Education –Mike Regan referred the Board to his written 17 

report.  Mike appreciates the Board members’ discussion around Burden of Proof.  It 18 

has been ongoing issue for years.  Mike reported that as districts prepare their 2017-19 

18 budgets, special education directors need to be aware of the Education Stability 20 

Act – which states that when a child is placed in foster care, DCF returns the child to 21 

the school that they were attending so that they are in the same comfortable 22 

environment to continue their education.  DCF would fund the transportation costs for 23 

the child to go back to their school district.   Now DCF is transferring the costs back to 24 

the sending districts.  The M.O.R.E. Commission is investigating the whereabouts of a 25 

memorandum of understanding between the DCF and the DDS which laid out the 26 

who, what and why’s of the costs related to this issue; the MOU cannot be found at 27 

this time.  The second issue Mike mentioned is that DDS is now in the process of 28 

withdrawing funding from all of their residential placements and transferring the costs 29 

back to the local towns.  That creates a huge dilemma:  in the past if a child is in an 30 

agency placement, the one-time per pupil cost is applied for excess cost 31 

reimbursement.  The school district would get a lot more money back.  With the 32 

change, there are a lot more contentious PPTs happening in the districts; the DDS 33 

workers have been instructed that they are to tell the parents to take the districts to 34 

due process to keep the child in the residential placement or have the district pay for 35 

the residential placement.  For further information, please contact Mike directly. 36 

 37 

7. Director, Six to Six Magnet School –  Anna Nelmes-Stoughton referred the 38 

Board to her written highlights.  Anna reported that students are participating winter 39 

clubs which includes a ballroom dance club.  Anna advised that all beginning teachers 40 

have completed their first reflection paper as part of the TEAM module process.  To 41 

date, Six to Six has received 560 applications for placement.  Enrollment process runs 42 

through 3/3/17.  Anna thanked the C.E.S. Foundation for the five mini-grants which 43 

they were awarded last month.  The funds will be used by teachers for technology 44 

purchases, instructional resources and to create/design unique educational 45 

opportunities for our students. Lastly, Anna advised that the Winter Concert will be 46 
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held this evening and students from kindergarten through 8th grade will participate in 1 

the concert in chorus, orchestra and/or band. 2 

 3 

 Arlene mentioned that Terri Sheehy, liaison to the Foundation from the Rep Council, 4 

emailed the Board members regarding the Foundation’s 10th Anniversary Celebration 5 

on March 25th at Mill River Country Club in Stratford. Hoping some can attend.  6 

Contact Barb for further info. 7 

 8 

8.        Director of Finance and Operations – The Board welcomed Peggy Sullivan – 9 

Peggy thanked everyone for the warm welcome she has received this week.  Please 10 

feel free to contact Peggy at any time with any questions:  sullivam@ces.k12.ct.us. 11 

 12 

9.        Addition of agenda item:  On a motion by Karen Kleine and seconded by 13 

Mike Barbis, the Board unanimously voted to add the discussion and possible 14 

endorsement of the Southern Fairfield County Superintendents’ Association (SFCSA) 15 

position paper on Burden of Proof to today’s agenda. Some highlights of the 16 

discussion: 17 

 18 

 Evan explained that this is a statement from the Southern Fairfield County 19 

Superintendents’ Association.  CAPSS is now asking that all Connecticut 20 

superintendents endorse this position paper.  CAPSS will attempt to get the 21 

superintendents to electronically endorse this paper and CAPSS will then 22 

attach a list of names to the paper. 23 

 Arlene Liscinsky (Shelton) advised that she emailed her memo to Bob Rader 24 

and Patrice McCarthy of CABE regarding this topic coming up at our own 25 

legislative breakfast back in December.  Arlene advised that this topic comes 26 

up every year in Shelton for at least the last 5-6 years.  This is not a new issue.  27 

This is the one issue that can give the most relief to districts if the burden was 28 

shifted to the party seeking relief. 29 

 Sauda Baraka (Bridgeport) advised that she was not comfortable or prepared 30 

to support this initiative at this time.  Bridgeport is in between superintendents 31 

at this time. Children of Bridgeport are under-represented as it is in their IEP 32 

needs.  Parents don’t have the resources and they may need this as an option 33 

as the district moves forward. 34 

 Philip Dwyer (Fairfield) asked if it was too much to ask the legislators to turn the 35 

entire due process and change it all. Phil also indicated that his board has 36 

never brought up the subject of “burden of proof” at their board meetings. 37 

 Evan advised that once a case goes to a hearing, there is no limit to how long 38 

the hearing can take; there needs to be a set time frame. 39 

 Debbie Appelbaum (Greenwich) asked how this limit parents’ ability to pay for 40 

attorneys.  Evan advised that with the change, parents take the risk since the 41 

cost could fall to them, as the burden of proof would fall to them. Phil advised at 42 

about 10-12% of the student population falls into the special needs population.  43 

There are about 50-60 open cases each year.   44 

 Sauda Baraka (Bridgeport) advised that Bridgeport spends over $1M a year in 45 

legal fees for special needs cases. 46 

mailto:sullivam@ces.k12.ct.us
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 Maria Naughton (New Canaan) advised that she has not had any conversation 1 

with her own board on the topic and at this time wouldn’t endorse the statement 2 

without speaking to her own board members. 3 

 Chris Hocker (Easton/Redding/Reg.9) advised that his superintendent was 4 

involved in the drafting of the statement and asked Evan if any action on the 5 

board of the C.E.S. Rep Council was needed at this time.  Evan advised that no 6 

action is needed at this time but if the Rep Council wanted to endorse the 7 

statement it should do so while the legislature is in session. 8 

 Carlos Reinoso (Monroe) indicated that his superintendent also worked on the 9 

drafting of this document and Monroe fully supports the position paper. 10 

 11 

After this roundtable discussion, it was decided that Council members would go back 12 

to discuss with their own board members before making a decision here. 13 

 14 

 15 

 On a motion by Mike Ward and seconded by Philip Dwyer, the Board 16 

unanimously agreed to table any endorsement of the SFCSA’s position paper 17 

on Burden of Proof to the March meeting. 18 

 19 

Lastly, Arlene asked everyone at the table to give a brief status of where their district 20 

is in regard to the 2017-18 budget process. 21 

 22 

VII. ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Carlos Reinoso, Jr., and seconded by Phil 23 

Dwyer, the Council unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 5:20 p.m.  24 

 25 

 26 

Respectfully submitted, 27 

Barbara Pace  28 

Barbara Pace 29 

Recording Secretary 30 


