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Six to Six Magnet School was selected 
as the Connecticut State Winner in 
Samsung’s annual Solve for Tomorrow 
education contest and has been given 
a technology package work $20,000. 
They were one of five Connecticut state 
finalists and now qualify to be selected for 
the next round, where they will compete 
against the other 50 State Winners 
(including the District of Columbia) for a 
$35,000 tech package.
Each year, the Samsung Solve for 
Tomorrow education contest gives 
schools across the United States the 
opportunity to raise interest in Science 
Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) subjects among students by 
awarding schools with a share of over $2 
million in technology. The contest began 
by choosing 255 schools, five from each 
state, as state finalists. State winners 

were announced in November.
Carmen Andrews, a science specialist 
at Six to Six, applied to the contest by 
describing how the school would apply 
the technology in the classroom. “Our 
students are full of good ideas and 
they have many creative talents,” said 
Andrews in her application. “I will tap into 
these strengths and create personalized 
learning experiences for each of them. 
In borrowing from Daniel Pink’s book 
Drive, my project will give my students 
purpose in working for their community, 
autonomy in determining how they will 
accomplish their work and master over 
their knowledge and how they share it 
with others.” Andrews went on to say, “In 
designing a solution, my student would 
fix a local problem while transforming 
themselves.”
The initiative she designed is a year-

long environmental study for sixth grade 
students of the water in Bridgeport 
including its movement, usage, 
contamination and ways students can 
individually impact and improve the 
environment. The students have already 
been working hard in their project. They 
have taken a cruise of Bridgeport Harbor 
to observe the water. They have been 
tracking their water usage to make sure 
they are not being wasteful. In addition, 
they’ve worked with the Maritime 
Aquarium to study runoff and ground 
water seepage and will continue to work 
with them regarding soil studies. They will 
also study bio-illumination and waters of 
the cost.
For the next phase of the contest, the 
students and Ms. Andrews will create a 
video pitch detailing their project. Of the 
51 State Winners (including the District 
of Columbia), 15 State Winners will be 
selected and will win a tech package of 
$35,000.
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Six to Six Chosen as State Winner in Samsung Solve for 
Tomorrow education contest

(from left to right) Principal Anna 
Nelmes-Stoughton and Science 

Specialist Carmen Andrews.
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The mission of 
Cooperative Educational 

Services is to identify 
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Mission

Councils
April 2014
Early Childhood - 4/4
Curriculum - 4/4

May 2014
Early Childhood - 5/2
Science - 5/7
Library Media - 5/15
Technology Coordinators - 5/15
Curriculum - 5/16
Leadership Institute - 5/16
High School Math - 5/21

The C.E.S. School Readiness preschool 
has achieved re-accreditation through the 
National Association for the Education of 
Young Children (NAEYC). NAEYC has set 
10 standards that must be met for early 
childhood programs. These standards 
help families make the right choice when 
they are looking for a child care center, 
preschool, or kindergarten. 

• Relationships 
 The program promotes positive 

relationships among all children and 
adults.

• Curriculum 
 The program implements a curriculum 

that is consistent with its goals for 
children and promotes learning and 
development in each of the following 
areas: social, emotional, physical, 
language, and cognitive.

• Teaching
 The program uses developmentally, 

culturally, and linguistically appropriate 
and effective teaching approaches 
that enhance each child’s learning 
and development in the context of the 
curriculum goals.

• Assessment of Child Progress
 The program is informed by ongoing 

systematic, formal, and informal 
assessment approaches to provide 
information on children’s learning and 
development.

• Health
 The program promotes the nutrition and 

health of children and protects children 
and staff from illness and injury.

• Teachers
 The program employs and supports 

a teaching staff with the educational 
qualifications, knowledge, and 
professional commitment necessary 
to promote children’s learning and 
development and to support families’ 
diverse needs and interests.

• Families
 The program establishes and maintains 

collaborative relationships with each 
child’s family to foster children’s 
development in all settings.

• Community Relationships
 The program establishes relationships 

with and uses the resources of the 
children’s communities to support the 
achievement of program goals.

• Physical Environment
 The program has a safe and healthful 

environment that provides appropriate 
and well-maintained indoor and outdoor 
physical environments. 

• Leadership and Management
 The program effectively implements 

policies, procedures, and systems that 
support stable staff and strong personnel, 
and fiscal, and program management so 
all children, families, and staff have high-
quality experiences.

Cooperative Educational Services School Readiness Program

40 Lindeman Drive
Trumbull, CT 06611
Program ID 724404

04/01/2019

C.E.S. School Readiness 
Receives Re-Accreditation
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meet the demands of our member school districts and communities.

Optimal Outcomes for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder
On Tuesday, November 
12, 2013, C.E.S. 
presented Optimum 
Outcomes for Children 
with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, featuring guest 
speaker Dr. Deborah 
Fein. The presentation 
was held at the Henry 
J. Leir Retreat Center in 
Ridgefield, CT and was 
attended by Directors of 
Special Education, Pupil 
Personnel Services and 

other guests from C.E.S. member districts.

The presentation reviewed Dr. Fein’s groundbreaking research 
regarding the optimal outcome in individuals with a history of 
autism. Although autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) are generally 
considered lifelong disabilities, literature has suggested that a 
minority of individuals with an ASD will lose the diagnosis. 

The study focused on a group of individuals between the ages 
of eight and twenty-one with documented histories of ASDs 

diagnosed before the age of five, including language delays. 
These individuals currently have lost their autism symptoms and 
are no long diagnosable with autism, are in regular education 
classes or have attended college with no one-on-one assistance 
or services for social disability. Dr. Fein believes that Applied 
Behavior Analysis (ABA) during the ages of 2-3 years and in the 
preschool years was particularly helpful. “We speculated that 
some of the mechanisms might be behind this excellent progress 
including receiving therapies that direct the child’s attention to 
the social and lingual environment and the structured teaching 
of skills at an early age, resulting in less overall cognitive and 
social delay,” stated Fein.

Dr. Deborah Fein is currently Board of Trustees Distinguished 
Professor in the Department of Psychology at the University 
of Connecticut and Professor of Pediatrics in the University of 
Connecticut School of Medicine. Dr. Fein has received numerous 
grants from the National Institute of Health (NIH) for her work 
on autism. She has published over 100 articles and chapters, 
mostly on autism-related topics focusing on language, memory, 
attention, social interaction, hormone levels and early detection. 
She recently co-authored a book on educating children with 
autism in mainstream classrooms. 

Freedom of Information & the Challenge of Transparency
On January 9th, Board of Education members from the C.E.S. region met with Attorney Colleen Murphy for the Annual Board Forum, 
sponsored by the Leadership Institute of Cooperative Educational Services. The forum and dialogue focused on the Freedom of 
Information Act and the challenge of transparency.

Murphy, the Executive Director of the Freedom of Information Commission, 
reviewed the history, intent and implementation of the Connecticut Freedom of 
Information Act. She focused on helping Board members find an efficient balance 
between the requirement of transparency and the need to effectively conduct 
business. 

Colleen Murphy has been the Executive Director of the Freedom of Information
Commission since 2005 when her predecessor Mitchell Pearlman retired. She 
is known nationally and internationally as one of the leading experts regarding 
government transparency, privacy and ethics laws. She has been described as 
being calm, soft-spoken and articulate, allowing her to defend the public’s right to 
know successfully in difficult legislative battles. “On the grand scale, the FOI Act 
has gained notoriety nationally and globally,” said Murphy. “And until recently, 
there has been no other entity like it. We’ve been looked upon as a model.” She 
also noted that she is most proud that Connecticut continues to stand up to the 
forces that work against such transparency.

Dr. Deborah Fein

Attorney Colleen Murphy



It is the policy of C.E.S. that no person shall be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise discriminated against under any service 
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RCA student Max Galassi’s short film, Sophie’s Tree, was 
selected as the National Film Festival for Talented Youth 
(NFFTY) film of the week. Sophie’s Tree follows a girl 
visiting the innocence of her childhood by channeling 
the memories she shared with Sophie, a girl in her 
subconscious mind created to warn her about the themes 
and conditions of adulthood as she struggles to let go of 
the security of her youth.

Max Galassi studies film and photography at RCA. He 
most recently directed, filmed and edited his first feature 
length film, Youth with a cast and crew of 120. Youth was 
successfully funded through an Indiegogo video campaign 
created by Max, and was invited to be the only official 
film screened as part of the Newtown Arts Festival in 
September 2013.

“Sophie’s Tree is about a girl who longs for her departed 
innocence and vulnerability, and tries to channel it as 
she ventures into adulthood and experiences all of it’s 
downfalls,” said Galassi. “The character of Sophie is a 
tangible representation of the adulthood through the eyes 
of her younger self.”

Watch Sophie’s Tree  at
www.maxgalassi.com/sophies-tree.html.

RCA Student’s film selected as NFFTY’s film of the week

Film stills from Sophie’s Tree

Filmmaker Max Galassi


