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 1 

MINUTES – C.E.S. REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 2 

OCTOBER 1, 2015 3 

PRESENT:  4 

Sauda Baraka - BRIDGEPORT 5 

Chris Hocker  - EASTON/REG. 9  6 

John Llewellyn - FAIRFIELD 7 

Debbie Appelbaum -  GREENWICH 8 

  Arlene Liscinsky - SHELTON (President) 9 

  Terri Sheehy  - STRATFORD (VICE PRESIDENT) 10 

  Elise Major  - WESTON 11 

Brett Aronow            - WESTPORT 12 

      13 

ABSENT: Callie Sullivan - DARIEN 14 

Jeff Parker  - EASTON/Reg. 9 (Alt.) 15 

Philip Dwyer  - FAIRFIELD 16 

VACANT  - NEW CANAAN 17 

Mike Barbis  - NORWALK 18 

  VACANT  - RIDGEFIELD 19 

  Tom Minotti  - SHELTON (Alt.) 20 

  Len Petruccelli - STRATFORD (Alt.) 21 

  Mike Ward  - TRUMBULL (Secretary) 22 

  Chris Finkelstein - WILTON 23 

    24 

C.E.S.: Evan Pitkoff, Chris La Belle, Jim Carroll, Esther Bobowick, 25 

  Anna Nelmes-Stoughton, Mike Regan, Mark Ribbens, 26 

  Stephanie Wanzer 27 

 28 

REGULAR MEETING 29 

 30 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND VERIFICATION OF QUORUM – President Arlene 31 

Liscinsky called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.  Quorum was confirmed.   32 

 33 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – On a motion by Terri Sheehy and seconded by 34 

Sauda Baraka, the minutes of the September 3, 2015 meeting were 35 

unanimously approved. 36 

 37 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT – Stephanie Wanzer welcomed the 38 

Council back for a new year.  Stephanie also reported that she will send out a 39 

flyer to Barb announcing the “Pluck-a-Feather” program in which staff donates 40 

non-perishable goods to help SPED staff make up Thanksgiving baskets for 41 

those families in need at C.E.S.  If anyone wants to make a monetary donation 42 

or donate a turkey or whole fruit, those items will be gladly accepted.  Flyer will 43 

be in the November board packet. 44 

 45 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA – On a motion by Debbie Appelbaum and seconded by       46 

Terri Sheehy, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved by the Council. 47 

48 
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 1 

V. BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT:   No report. 2 

 3 

VI. NEW BUSINESS:   4 

 5 

1. Policy revisions:  On a motion by Sauda Baraka  and seconded by Terri 6 

Sheehy, the following policy revisions were unanimously approved by the 7 

Board: 8 

 3.017 Smoking 9 

 6.002 Protection of Children from Abuse 10 

 6.008 Student Discipline 11 

 6.013 Behavioral Management Strategies 12 

 6.023 Smoking/Tobacco Use 13 

 14 

2. 2016-17 Calendars – first read – the calendars were presented to the 15 

Board as a first read.  The calendars will be on the November 5th agenda for 16 

approval. 17 

 18 

VII. REPORTS: 19 

 20 

1. Representative Council President – Arlene advised that she had no further 21 

updates.  The next meeting is November 5th – post Election Day – and Arlene 22 

will advise who will be returning to the Board in January 2016.  23 

 24 

2. Executive Director – Evan reported that he has had several preliminary 25 

informal meetings with the leadership of the teachers’ bargaining unit regarding 26 

the impending negotiations for a successor contract for 2016-19.  The official 27 

start date for the negotiation timetable is October 8th.  Evan mentioned that he 28 

continues to meet individually with area superintendents now that the school 29 

year has begun to ascertain what special services their districts might need this 30 

year.  Evan stated that there has been an increase in interest in our Special 31 

Education review and audit services now that we have completed one for 32 

Oxford and will soon be done with one for Greenwich.  The C.E.S. Foundation 33 

has agreed to fund the 5K race entry fees for student members of the newly 34 

formed Six to Six running club.  The Foundation’s Board of Directors voted to 35 

fund up to 41 students for the annual race on October 24, 2015 at Seaside 36 

Park.  Regarding our Executive Searches:   37 

 38 

Evan reported that we will be conducting the search for our “sister” RESC, 39 

Education Connection.  We have also begun the search process for 40 

Woodstock, CT.  Wolcott’s search has come to a close and the sole finalist is 41 

scheduled to be appointed at their October 5th Board meeting. 42 

43 
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3. Associate Executive Director – Chris La Belle reported that teachers are 2 

focusing heavily on their evaluation plans and goals. Chris mentioned that the 3 

C.E.S. TEAM Coordinating Committee (TCC) met and started the process of 4 

revising the 3-year district support plan for beginning teachers.  The C.E.S. 5 

Professional Development and Evaluation Committee (PDEC) met to review 6 

the new professional learning standards and how they inform the work of the 7 

committee.  All programs have established measureable goals for 2015-16.  8 

Teachers and administrators are in the process of developing Student Learning 9 

Objectives as part of their evaluation.   10 

 11 

Chris also mentioned that we are in the process of training all C.E.S. staff in 12 

mandated reporting, seclusion and restraint, Title IX and several other 13 

mandated requirements by legislation.  Chris also reported that school 14 

turnaround efforts at both Marin and Dunbar schools in Bridgeport are showing 15 

initial growth in decreasing student suspensions, especially at Marin.  16 

Academic baseline data was completed the week of September 21st but not 17 

available for today’s meeting.  Chris also mentioned that we are adjusting the 18 

plan at Dunbar School to provide additional leadership support and beginning 19 

teacher support.   20 

 21 

Lastly, Chris reported that the Office of Early Childhood is piloting a new 22 

Kindergarten entry program aligned with early childhood standards.  Several 23 

other states are conducting this program as well.  The OEC is hoping for full 24 

implementation for 2017-18 which would result in more training for 25 

Kindergarten teachers as well as a cost to school districts.  Regarding the 26 

Kindergarten entrance age, the OEC did a study last year which will result in 27 

the entrance date to be changed from January to October 1st phased in over 28 

the next three years.  It will move back each year from January, to December, 29 

to November and then to October.  This is in the review stage right now.  Chris 30 

will keep the Board updated. OEC is pushing to have all preschool programs in 31 

public schools go through licensure. 32 

 33 

4. Director, Professional Development Services – Esther Bobowick distributed 34 

a handout regarding the CSDE survey on a planning process designed to guide 35 

policy and practice improvements on behalf of all of Connecticut’s children over 36 

the next five years.   The handout contained the link for the survey.  Esther 37 

encouraged all Board members to participate and to share with their own home 38 

Boards as well.  Esther applauded the recent work by Bridgeport public schools 39 

on their addressing the question of over-testing of their student population, i.e., 40 

formative assessment tests, diagnostic testing, chapter tests, etc.  Many 41 

parents feel that their children are being over-tested.   Debbie Appelbaum 42 

reported that Greenwich recently developed a one page handout for each 43 

grade level which lists all of the major tests that will be given to students in 44 

each grade level.  Debbie mentioned that the information is most likely on the 45 
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Greenwich website but she will try to get a copy of the information as well.   1 

Esther referred the Board to her written report for further updates. 2 

 3 

5. Chief Financial and Operations Officer – Jim Carroll referred the Board to his 4 

written report and financial print out.  Jim advised that financially where we 5 

should be at this time of year. 6 

 7 

6. Principal – Regional Center for the Arts – Mark Ribbens reported that RCA 8 

is off to a good start to the new school year.  Parent back to school night was 9 

held on September 10th.  Parents had the opportunity to meet instructors and 10 

learn more about RCA.  Mark advised that RCA has added a new class to the 11 

curriculum:  Jazz History.  This introductory course is intended to give students 12 

a better appreciation of jazz and other forms of music that became popular in 13 

the 20th century.   Lastly, Mark reported that the Theatre department is piloting 14 

a seminar for juniors and seniors that is intended to better prepare them for the 15 

college audition process. 16 

 17 

7. Director, Special Education – Mike Regan reported that he had been asked 18 

by local special education directors to assist them in a training of trainers 19 

program to clarify the new seclusion and restraint laws.  There seems to be 20 

some differences in the actual definition of the new laws.  Dr. Dan French 21 

conducted a workshop on this topic last week. We were able to provide 22 

clarification on definitional changes and new requirements. Mike advised that 23 

by 2017, the new law will require that all professional staff in all districts be 24 

trained in intervention strategies and physical restraint, including regular 25 

education teachers. This new law will warrant more legislative discussion due 26 

to the stress it is causing districts as well as the anticipated costs involved in 27 

training staff.  Mike mentioned that the new law also states that if there are 28 

more than four restraints in a single marking period, a PPT must be held.  Thus 29 

the numbers of PPTs will grow exponentially between our programs and the 30 

sending district’s PPTs.  Mike will keep the Board posted of further 31 

developments.  Please see written report for additional highlights. 32 

8. Principal, Six to Six – Anna Nelmes-Stoughton reported that staff members 33 

are engaged in writing their professional goals aligned with our school goals 34 

and teacher evaluation plans.  Anna also thanked Evan for mentioning the new 35 

Six to Six Running Club. Forty students in the running club have signed up for 36 

the 8th Annual C.E.S. 5K which will be held on October 24th at Seaside Park in 37 

Bridgeport.   38 

Anna also mentioned fall afterschool clubs start this week with such a diversity 39 

of opportunities for our students:   Cheerleading, Running, Green Team, 40 

Basketball, Circuits, Ballroom Dance, Yearbook and Student Council. Anna 41 

thanked all of the staff members and parents that helped to make this possible. 42 
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Regarding this years’ Annual Report, Evan took the opportunity to thank all of 1 

the Leaders for their work and Barbara Pace for overseeing the production of 2 

the 2014-15 annual report with our new PR and Marketing Specialist, Matt 3 

Engelhardt.  This was Matt’s first time producing the report and we are proud of 4 

the end result.  The report will be submitted next year for CABE’s Excellence in 5 

Communications Awards. 6 

 7 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 8 

 9 

On a motion by Debbie Appelbaum and seconded by Brett Aronow, the Board 10 

unanimously voted to adjourn to Executive Session for the purpose of 11 

discussing teachers’ contract negotiations.  Dr. Pitkoff was also invited to stay 12 

for the Executive Session.  The time was: 4:00 p.m. 13 

 14 

IX.  RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION & ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 15 

 16 

The Board returned to regular session at 4:22 p.m.  On a motion by Terri 17 

Sheehy and seconded by Debbie Appelbaum, the Board unanimously voted to 18 

adjourn the meeting at 4:22 p.m. 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

Respectfully submitted, 23 

Barbara Pace  24 

Barbara Pace 25 

Recording Secretary 26 


